THE EASTERN QUESTION

First, that any disturbance of the territorial status quo would be
inadvisable and dangerous, as one rectification of frontiers could
not fail to lead to another, and when a policy of annexation was
once entered upon no one could foresee where it would
end.

Next, Your Lordship thought that in the extremely critical
position in which the Turkish Empire was placed, H.M.G.
could not afford to be too reticent as to giving advice, or too
scrupulous as to urging its adoption strongly. Do what we
might the danger was great, but while the prospect of overcom-
ing it remained, our duty was to persevere.

In regard to the opinion expressed to me about Count
Andrassy's position by Prince Bismarck I said that Your Lord-
ship entirely agreed with him that the substitution at Vienna of
what would probably be an absolutist and warlike policy, for one
which, like the present, was pacific and constitutional, would be
a misfortune to Europe, but that it was not the English habit to
interfere, however indirectly, in the internal affairs of other
countries, nor could H.M.G. do so with the slightest effect.

Prince Bismarck acknowledged Your Lordship's message in
reply to his with cordial expressions of thanks, and added that all
he had asked for was the facility of exchanging ideas confiden-
tially with H.M.G. in case of danger. At the present moment, he
said, the general aspect of affairs was satisfactory and if the
insurrection in Bosnia was suppressed before the spring set in he
thought the Eastern Question could be dismissed from our
minds for some time to come.

In regard to Count Andrassy's position he was also happy to
say that the latest news from Vienna was reassuring, and that the
position of the Hungarians in general had been strengthened by
the attitude lately assumed towards their opponents by the
Emperor.

He hoped this improved state of things might be lasting.
He fully appreciated the policy of H.M.G. not to interfere,
however indirectly, in the internal affairs of other countries, and
he had but lately experienced the danger of interfering, for he
awakened the susceptibilities of the Emperor Francis Joseph
in trying to support Count Andrassy too warmly. More circum-
spection would be necessary in the future.

Unfortunately Germany had enemies in Austria near the
throne always at work to excite their Emperor's suspicions.
Besides the Poles, the Czechs and the Slavs generally and the
ultramontanes were anti-German in sentiment. The latter were
as favourable as the former to an annexation policy because they